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April 24,1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
. Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street. N.W., Room 832
Washington, DC 20554

RE: The Telecommunications Ad of 1996

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Af.4Y 1
1997

As chairman of the Beaufort County Board of Education, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your dedication toward
ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Ad of 1996 for schools and libraries,
provides substantial discounts for even the poorest schools allowing them
the opportunity to connect to the Internet. more importantly the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn.

Our schools need deep discounts for telecommunications services
this year. I therefore urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and librariep. :z::..,;g

Sinc rely,

(1w1O( !LA
.lau Bush, Chairman
Beaufort County Board Of Education

LB/ljw
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Montgomery County Elementary School
900 Martin Luther King Drive

Ailey, GA30410
9121583-2279

912/583.4560 (Fax)

April 25. 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
FCC Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Commissioner:

I am the principal ofMontgomery County Elementary School. Your dedication and hard work in
ensuring that school districts such as ours have affordable access to the world wide web is
commendable.

In a rural area such as ours it is often difficult for students to have the same access to information
as those in more metropolis areas do. We are working very hard to enusure that our students
receive the best education they possibly can.

That is why we have been so excited about the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State
Joint Board decision which will guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to
connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts is extremely important. Ifareas like ours are ever going to
be able to prepare our students to meet the demands of a global economy we must allow them
access to one ofthe best means oflearning available as soon as possible.

Thanks again for all ofyour hard work. and your consideration in this matter. •

Sincerely,

Hannah Kent
Principal
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Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

C OFFICE OF ED ID:916-2S7-2S18 APR 8:40 No.OOS P.04

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 19971

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E·Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am an employee ofthe Lassen County Office ofEducation and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act. of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance.learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success ofthe discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion ofdiscounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue a.nd our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the
proposed fmal regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.
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Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 f997i

RECEIVED

OFfICE Of
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I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E·Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am an employee of the Lassen County Office ofEducation and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools win have aeussto the Intemet and the ability to provide
distance-learning oppoJtunities. The $2.25 billion ayear will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the

. classrooms. where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element ofthis plan is vital to the overall success ofthe discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion ofdiscounts for internal classroom cOMections should not be eliminated. nor should
the siz.e ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As 1am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E·Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for teleCOnlnlUnications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the
proposed fmal regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration oftrus matter.

Sincerely. f
7~5~
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Susan Ness, Comn1issioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 19971

I am writing to you in regards to the federal COB-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am an employee of the Lassen County Office ofEducation and I would like to express my strong
support for this proi,'Tam and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools win have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The S2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofschools across
the country, and more imponantly, the pJan will bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms, where they can have the greatest,impact on students. It is important to remember .
that each element of this plan is vital to the overall success ofthe discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion ofdiscounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As 1am sure you are aware. this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-R8.te Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you ror your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely,
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Susan Ness. Commissioner
Fedetal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW. Room 814
Washington. D. C. 20554

RoE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E.Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. J
am an employee ofthe Lassen County Office ofEducation and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance-teaming OPP011unitics. The 52.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the

. classrooms. where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember
that each element of this plan is vital to the overal1 success ofthe discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
cOllunissioners to fully support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely, . ~.aM \ ~/VVfVV<9 .
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April 25, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
FAX 202-418·2821

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am the Superintendent ofSchools for the Pershing County School District in rural
Nevada and would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school
districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need. significant discounts for telecommunication services this year.
Vlhereas we only enroll 1,002 students, our district covers approximately 6,100 square
miles! We are rural and we are distant. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools. Thank you.

SinCerely:-1'/
{;)-~'1'~

Daniel W. Fox
Superintendent ofSchools
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No, 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

M.4Y 1 1997
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As a consultant for a regional educational service agency serving ten school systems in the southern part
of Georgia, I am very interested in the actions that you take concerning the implementation of the
Telecommunications Act, I would like to thank you for your efforts to assure that all school districts and
educational consortia have affordable access to the technology needed for Our children and other
citizens to have the opportunities to promote wand class learning. The area I serve can have the
educational playing field not only leveled but enriched by your decision to ensure that access is
affordable in poor districts that are geographically isolated from large libraries, museums, and other
educational tools often taken for granted in many urban areas. For example, today I was in an eighth
grade classroom where the teacher had gone to a pUblic library to access the Internet to get information
on Hale Bopp to use with her class' study of astronomy. There was no local access for her or her
students in the school or at her home. It was only through her extra dedication to her students that the
infonnation was available for her class. These students should have the same opportunities as students
elsewhere in the United States,

1urge you to provide every school system in the country with discounts for all telecommunication
services based upon the criteria of poverty (free or reduced lunch indicators) and isolation (rural). E-rate
discounts should be available for inside connections to classrooms. networking of schools and education
offices and libraries with each other, and Internet access including installation and maintenance costs.
Funding should be administered by an independent fund administrator, not state education departments,
Applications should be sent to all school systems and public libraries and should take into consideration
that the smaller, poorer school systems do not have ·professional" grant writers on staff and that many
do not employ a full staff during the summer months. Therefore, applications should take a minimum of
effort to complete, and sufficient notice should be given for their completion. Local f1ekibility tOr self
determination of selVices needed for the individual school's educational mission should be allowed.

I urge you to support the discount plan for universal seNices to schools so that all our American stl.~dents

can be more adequately prepared.

Sincerely.

r-

J
I

.~/ UAv:-rJtW0
( June Lewis
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Dr. Ellen L. Wolf,

The Honorable Susan Ness, Comm1ss1oner
Federal Communications Commlss1on
1919 M Street NW Room 844
WasbJrigton DC 20554 .
By Fax 202-418-2821

Re: Proposed $2.25 Bl11lon -E-Rate- Telecommunications Discount

April 24. 1997

364 South Park Street
Wana WaUa, Washington 99361·3193
<50" $27-3000 - FAX ($()9) 522-7713

Honorable Commissioner Ness:

Please support the Joint Board's plan fora $2.25 billion telecommuni­
cations discount to public schools. The Telecommunications Act and the
Federal-State Joint Board decision Will guarantee that all school districts
will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
dlstance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 blll10n a year Will address the
needs of all our schools and, most Importantly. the plan will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom cormectiona for discounts 18 vital. This plan Is
essential for preparing the work force of tomorrow.

The Walla Walla SChool Dlstl1ct wl11 be spending approximately $50.000
per year tn data communications to provide wide area networking and
Internet access services for students. With the "E-Rate" Telecommunt­
cations discount In effect, out cost would be cut by approximately SOOAt.
The discount would not only guarantee equal access for our 12 sites. it
would ensure access to worldwide information and greatly assist
information exchange within our district. I urge the FCC to fully support
the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you for your dedication In ensur1ng that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway and for all your efforts on behalf of pubUc education.

SIncerely.

L,(tJ~_.
Dr. Ellen L. Wolf
Superintendent of Schools

The W.1Ia Wall. SchcoI DJ,ttit::t ,. l1li Equal Opportunity Employ., and compile, with IIlI reqwrPmfHJfS of the ADA.
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997

,WE are facult)' and stafffrom'Oeneral StIIallwood Middle School in Maryland.
We are writing in support of the Universal Service discounts for schools and libraries that
have been reconunended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your. dedication in ensuring that all schools and
libraries will have affordable access to the Information'Superhighway.

The Telecommunications' Actand the Joint Board discount'plan will guarantee
that even the poorest schools will havc:'the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 hillion a y.ear. will address the needs
of all our schools, and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom.
where students learn. Your inclUsion ofintemal classroom connections for discount is
vital. This plan is essential for pr.~p'aringJhe workforce 6ftoroQI'JOw.

OUf students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We
urge the FCC to fully support the ~o~nt Board's discount plan for universal services for
schools and libraries.
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April 22, 1997

C01nmiasioner Susan Neis
Federal Communicationa Commission
1919 M StrwtNW
Washington. DC 10554

RE: CC Ducket No. 96·45

MAY I' 19971

1)OQr Commissioner Ness;
(

WU are faculty and stllfffrom~cl(U~ ~ in Maryland. We 'are writing in
support of the Univerul Sr.rviee .discounts for ~cbools and Iibrori~9 that have been
I'CiX)tnn\ended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you. for your dedication in ensurin~ that all schools and ltbl'aric!l
will have affordable acce.I\S to the Inrunnation Superhighway.

I.,
The Telecommunications Acl und tbe Joint Board discount plan will &uarantced that even
th~ poorolL $\;111.',,1:1 will have tbe oppununlty to connecl to the lntemelmd provide
distan~Q.leaminB opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, aud, importantly) the plan will bring services directly to thc classroom where
studentA IeI'm. Your inclution ofinternal classroom connQOtions for clis,ount is viltll.
Tbis plan is essential for propllrhll the workforce oftomorrow.

Our 8tudc1\t~ need deep discoull\~ ft'r tclecomnlunications services thi!& YeAr. We ul'Qo the
FCC to fully suppon the Joint Board's discount plan for univetsatl servicc.1\ for schools
and HbrarlBIi:.

Thank you.

Sincerely,~~



HL.~l Ur GEUK~lA KESA

HEART OF GEORGIA

REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY
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JUNE D. BRADFIELD, Ed.S., Executive Director

The Honorable Susan Ness, Cormnissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

ApriJ24,1997

MAY 1 1997

I am Executive Director for the Heart of Georgia Regional Educational Service Agency
(RESA) which includes the following counties in Georgia: Bleckley. Dodge, Laurens,
Montgomery, Pulaski, Telfair, Treutlen, Wheeler, and Wilcox. I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all schoor districts and education consortia will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway. We desperately need it.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opponunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of ail our
schools. and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion ofintemal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomoITow. I am enclosing a copy of a
letter that I sent to the Georgia Public Service Commissioner that will explain our area and
concerns.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely.

J}~IJ&7aF
June D. Bradfield

JDB:sc

Enclosure



April 22t 1997

Commissioner Susan N.-
Federal COmntWlialtiOns Cummission
1919 M S~etNW

Washington. DC'20S54

RF.: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

RECEIVED

OFFICE OF
CO!t41>f1SSIONER
SU5"N NESS

APR 25 /0 3S ~H '97

AUY r 19971

WE are loculty and stafffrom]h-, f"\\.\d.d E\1!m.~\o.('i in Man.lan<i. We are'writing in
suppon ofthe Universal Service di5COunts for schools and libraries 1hat have been
recommended by the Joint Boanl. '

We would like to thank you. ror your dedie:ation in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the In(ormation Superhi&h""".

lhe Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board di~unt plan will p,uarantcec/. that even
the poorest schools will have tbcopportunity to QOnnm to the Intemet md provide
distance-learning opportunities. The S2~ billion a year will address the naeds ofall our
schools, and, importantly, tbe, phm win bring scrvic:a directly to the classroom where
students learn. Yom inclusion orin=na' elanroom connections for Qixount is vital.
This plan is essential for proraring tht: workforce of tomorrow.

Our studcnb need deep discoUDb fur telecommunications services this year. We mac the
FCC to fully suppon the Joint Boardts di~ount plan for univ0tSal servicc.fI for schools
and libraries.

Thank you.

1.

WO~~ Wd9S: LL 966L-9l-L
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MAY' 1997

I understand that the FCC is considering a proposal to increase the business nne
Subscriber Line Charge and to impose a new charge, reportedly called a Federal
Equitable Recovery Charge (FERC). The FERC charge is to be at least $4.50 per line
per month to support extending new telecommunications capabilities to schools. libraries
and rural health care facilities. At the same time that the FCC is considering imposing
these new costs on American businesses, I understand that the Commission will not
take the long overdue step of bringing rates doser to the true economic cost of local
access services.

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communication Commission
'919 M Street f'm Room 802
Washington, DC 20554

I urge you not to adopt the foregoing proposals which would, in elfed, impose a new tax
on American businesses, regardless of whether it is charaderized as a -rate ,.
balancing- or -modification of rate structures·, The monetary burden of the $4.50 FERC
charge alone to my company would exceed $10,000 per month.

With all due rasped. I believe that the imposition of such taxes is the business of the
people's representatives, not appointed officials. Nationwide educational and healthcare
initiatives should be considered on a comprehensive basis by all interested authorities,
not just as a telecommunications matter by the FCC.

The time tor the Commission to reform its rules govemlng access charges. which are
more than $3 billion a year higher than they should be, is long overdue. All consum,rs,
businesses as well as residential, deserve protection from excessive monopoly prices.
The Administration's social policy agenda should be addressed in other ways and not
get in the way of these reforms, .

l;~rr~
- ~&Ianle A.~otckY - CJ

Manager, Telecommunications
Information Services Department

.. .--.. - --_..- ...- ---' _.1.. .... __ ", __ . r"",,II"l. I"U.... L •• _. II!!!II~.,""~ L""""'t\L..L l:."=IlnA
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MAY 1 1997

PEACH COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

April 25, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ne~~. Commissioner
Federal Cammunications Cummission
1919 M Street. NW, Room 844
Washington. DC 20~34

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Tam a media specialist from the Peach County Schuul Di8trict in Fon Valley, Oeoraia, and I
would like to thank. you for your continued dcdicl1uun in ~l1sW'ing that all school districts and
other educational oraanizations will have cUfordaLblc lICCCSS to the INFORMATION
SUPERHIGHWAY.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-SLi1~ Joint decision will guarantee that all school
di!rtricts will have the opportUnity to COlUlecL Lu lhc: InLernet and provide distance-learning
opponunities. The S2.2~ billion a year wi1ll:u1~~ the needs ofall our schools, and importantly,
the plan will brina services directly to lhc I,;l~~roow where students learn. Your support and
inclusion of internal classroom cormcctioIlll for discounts is vital to the future ofeducation. This
plan is vital for preparing our studen~ Lu pcrfurw and become productive in the future
workforce.

The "E-Rate" would provide tremendous discuunts for our ~Y:!lLtm, due to the fact that fundinl is
very tight. This will enable Internet access tu cl~~Toums wiUlout the school district wonying
about installation and maintenance costs. Most importantly. our school district will have the
f1exihility to determine what services are most economicall:Uld bem:ficiiil Lo meet the !leeds of
our ~tudents. ..

The students of the Peach CountY School District badly need the telecommunications di8COUllt
Slervices for the 1997-98 school year. I sU'ongly urge the FCC to supporL Lhe JoinL Board's
discount plan for worldwide servlcel for all schools. •

Thank You.

Sincerely,

'''!JWlAf ~I ~--
Naomi R. Simmons, Media Specialist

"fXCELLENCE - OUIt MINIMUM STANDARD"
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Thank you for helping ensure that all schools and
libraries have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 832
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997

N
Ul--.:.. .....:

We are excited that the Telecommunications Act and
the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have an
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion
annually will address the needs of all our schools, and
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts and Internet Service
Provider costs is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Over 70% of our students receive financial
assistance to attend our school. They need deep
discounts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely,

g.,0~ +--0 d..LLL~ .
Richard F. Odell
President

RFO/lm
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April 25, 1997
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F".

The Honorable Susan Ness
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street. NW Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Commissioner:

I am the assistant principal at Montgomery County Elementary School. Thank you for all ofyour
hard work for school districts such as ours. We really do appreciate it.

Montgomery County is a rural area with very few economic opportunities. Over 60% ofour
students receive free or reduced priced lunches. Our test scores tend to be slightly below the
national percentile rankings also. We are working very hard to improve these statistics, and give
our students the best education possible. In order to do this we need for them to have all possible
educational resources available to them. The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint
Board decision will help to bring about parity at all school districts. We want the inclusion of
internal classroom connection discounts to be possible. Students need access to the Internet right
in their classrooms. Teachers need to be able to incorporate this wonderful resource right into
their lessons. and they need to be able to do it immediately.

Please give your funest consideration to this matter. and thank you again for caring about the
children that will be the leaders of tomorrow.

Sincerely.

James Days
Assistant Principal



Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

1am a superintendent from Mansfield School District in Mansfield.

MAY,·· 19971

We feel that it is important that the FCC understand how important it is for American
students to have affordable access to the internet.

Our school exists in a small, rural, and very isolated fanning community with a very high
percentage of low income students. Internet access affords our students the ability to find
resources and infonnation that would otherwise be unavailable to them. It also provides
our students vital contact with the outside world.

We understand that the Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board
decision win guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year will address
the needs ofall our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connecticns for
discounts is vital. This plan is particularly important to our area.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year, I urge the
FCC to fully support ofthe Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

cpJJ04..J-
Bill Thornton, Ph.D.
Superintendent
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Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW. Room 814
Washington. D. C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997/

.....1',

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am an employee of the Lassen County Office ofEducation and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board distount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provid"e
distance-learning opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year Will address the needs of schools across
the country, and more importantly. the plan will bring telecommunications services dircctly to the
classrooms. where they can have the gr~test impact on students. It is imp.ortant to remember "
that each element ofthis plan is vital to the overall success ofthe discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion ofdiscounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students· to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the othcr FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal service for 5cl10018 and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration oCthis matter.

Sincerely. ==-""l:l
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April 24, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Comnlissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-4S

Doar Commissioner Ness:

16111 the educational te<:lwolosy coordinator for the Trcul1en County school system, and lwould like to expRSS

my aratil.udc for the lictionli you have taken to ensuro that all school dislricts will have affordable access to the
Infonnatlon Superhighway. In my position, I am very much aware of the impact technology has on OUT everyday
lives and especially on education.

I anl also the vocational education coordinator for our school system and, thus, very concerned about the
preparation of our students for the workforce of tomorrow. Tho TclocommUl'tications Act and the Federal-State
Joint Board decision will iUlltsutcc that small, rural school systems like ours will have the opportunity to
connect to the Internet. It will also allow our school system to continue to provide distance-learning
opportunities. It is important to bring these services directly to the c:lassroom where students learn. Thus, your
inclusion of internal classroom cOMections for discounts is crucial.

We cunently have one dial-ill colulection to the Internet all.WO of Illir thn.'O schools. Needless to say, we cannot
meet the needs of all our students with tbis limited a~ess. 'tnese discounts would allow us to provide the
wonderful resources available on the Information Superhighway to a greater nunlbcrs of students, a benefit
magnified by our inaccessibility to mOfQ traditional resources that are available to schools itl more populated
parls of OUT state.

Our students need deep discounts for tclcconlmunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan tor universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely.

~CLM. ~
Jane Currie
TcchnologyNocational Coordinator
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April 24. 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20SS4

RE: CC DOQket No. 96·45

Denr Commissioner Ness:

-0

=

As the:: curriculum director for die Trel.ltlen County school system, 1am writing to express my gratitude for the
actions you have taken to ensure that all school dislricts will have ntTordable access to the Information
Superhiahwny.

The Telecommunications Act and tho Fcdcral~S(a(c Joint Board decision will help to level the playing field for
small, rural school SYSU."111S like ours and Qnsure that all school disttiets will have the opportunity to connect to
the Inlernet Il will also allow our school system (0 continue to provide distance-learning opportunities. It is
important to bring these services directly to the classroom where students loom. Thus, your inclusion of internal
classroom con~tions for discounts is cl'Ucial.

We currently ho'Ve one dial-in conncction 10 the Intemet llttwo ofour three schools. Needless to say, we cannot
m,-,;t the needs of all our students with this limited access. Theso discountS would allow us to pto\'ide the
wonderlul resources available on the InCormation Superhigbway to a greater numbers ofstudents, a benefit
magnified by our inace"'$sibility to mol"Q tradirionalrosourccs that arc available to schools in more populated
parts of our stDte.

Our students noed deep discounts for telecomntunications services this year. I urgo the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for wtiversal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~d~
Cheme Snlitb
Curriculum Director
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Oklahoma /'tatc I'chool 8oard, A"ocialion
2801 n.lincoln aoul.vold

Oklahoma Cit". Oklahoma 73105
(405) 528-3571

January 6, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness,Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 N Street, N. W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96 - 45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

We are very pleased with the concern and dedication that preceded the decision to ensure
that all schools will have affordable access to the Internet, and are urging the Federal
Communication Commission to fully adopt the recommendations ofthe FCC Federal­
State Joint Board.

At the present time, very few schools in Oklahoma have the funds or appropriate
providers to connect their schools to the world wide network ofinformaticn available to
them. We are encouraged by the action of the Joint Board, and we extend our
appreciation to you for your leadership in helping bring affordable technology access to
our schools.

Sincerely,

~/1P-~
Sammy Young
President

SYIBM:sh
F:\ourfiles\fcc2

~
Bob Mooneyham
Executive Director



Harrisburg Community Unit School
District Number 3

Telephone (618) 253-7637

40 South Main Street
Harrisburg, Illinois 62946

Dear Honorable Ness;
M.4Y 1 1997

RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Schools and Libraries

I am writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for schools and
libraries as envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their
Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow schools and libraries significant discounts for
the telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services
necessary to assure that all of our schools are connected to the Internet,
and other on-line resources that are critical to live, leam and work in an
increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of
insuring that Schools and Libraries would be able to access the latest
technology. By allowing significant discounts on telecommunications
services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has accurately
recognized the needs of poorer schools that cannot afford the internal
wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telco and
non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also
recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and
rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our schools and
libraries -- and -- ultimately for us all, as a better educated community
benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any
further assistance.

Sincerely,

~a1FJ-
Technology Coordinator
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MIDDLE GEORGIA REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY
P. O. Box 1148

FOln VAllEY, GEORGIA 31030 .

.1"'."'.1

PHoNE: (912) 825-3132

April 25. 1997

DR. JACKIE G. STINCHCOMB, DIRECIOR FAX: (912) 825-8248

The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal CommunicattDns CommiSsfDn
1919 M Street, NW. Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am the director oj a regional educatfDnal agency in the Middle Georgia
area. In the rural areas that my agency seroes. it is imperative that
students have affordable access to the InformatiDn Superhighway.

Our school systems need discounts for telecommunications services this
year. I urge the FCC to fuUy support the discount planJor W1.IDersal service
for schools.
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The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
'919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Santee ..:i!I:.:I,School District· ~~
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RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that an students will have affordable
access to the intemet and distance-learning opportunities. As Superintendent of Santee School
District, a suburban district in San Diego county. 1personally lend my strong support for the
llE-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Program and the proposed regulations goveming its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms. This program is essential for preparing
our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow. Santee School District is a small district with
approximately 8,400 students and our Board of Education is dedicated to a plan for wiring
classrooms and purchasing computer workstations. We are committed to providing our
students with the best learning environment and tools available. The "E-Rate" Telecommuni­
cations DiscOunt Program is desperately overdue and our students need these discounts for
telecommunications services this year. 'urge you and the other FCC commissioners to fully
support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations
regarding the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely.

Marcia J. Johnson
Superintendent

MJJ:as

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Cathy Abel, Dianne EI-Hajj. Julie McIntosh. Sandy Pugliese. Barbara Ryan
nl~TRICT SUPER.INTE.NDENT: Marcia J. Johnson


